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Why should I complete the FAFSA?
· This application determines your eligibility for a Federal Pell Grant. The Pell Grant is need based (based on income) and can be as much as $6195 per year. The amount you receive depends on your income.
· State scholarships such as TNPromise and Hope Scholarship require that you file a FAFSA.
· Many schools use FAFSA information to help award their school scholarships.
How do I apply?
· Go to the official site at FAFSA.ED.GOV
· Only use the official site. There are other sites where you can complete this process and you will be charged when you try to submit. Remember: FAFSA is a free application. You should never pay to file the FAFSA.
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The first thing you need is an FSA ID.
· This is simply a username and password.
· You will need one and one of your parents (if you are a dependent student) will need one.
· If you have older siblings that are in college, or your parent is a college student, that parent probably already has an FSAID. 
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How do I apply for an FSAID?
Things you need to know:
· Create your FSAID at FSAID.ED GOV
·  (
2
)You cannot use the same email account as your parent when you create your ID.
· Be sure to use your correct name and social security number. This information will be verified with Social Security Administration.
· Record your FSAID information in a secure place. You will need it many times before you finish college.
· IMPORTANT: You will be asked to link your phone and email to the application. If you don’t want to link your phone there is a box you can uncheck just under the place where you enter your phone number. YOU MUST RECEIVE A CODE THROUGH YOUR EMAIL TO COMPLETE THIS PROCESS. This link can be used to retrieve your username and password if you lose it. 
· You will be asked to choose four challenge questions. Try to choose questions that the answer never changes just in case you have to use them to retrieve your username and password.
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[bookmark: _GoBack]Whose income do I have to count?
	If you live with:
	Count income from:

	Biological father and mother
	Biological father and mother

	Father and step-mother
	Father and step-mother

	Mother and step-father
	Mother and step-father

	Father
	Father

	Mother
	Mother

	Husband/Wife
	Husband/Wife

	If you can answer yes to any of the following questions, you are considered an independent student and only count your income:

· Do you have or will you have children who will receive more than half of their support from you between July 1, 2019 and June 30,2020?
· Are you currently serving on active duty in the U.S. Armed Forces or are you a veteran?
· At any time since you turned age 13, were both of your parents deceased, were you in foster care, or were you a dependent or ward of the court?
· As determined by a court in your state of legal residence, are you or were you an emancipated minor?
· Does someone other than your parent or step-parent have legal guardianship of you, as determined by a court in your state of legal residence?
· On or after July 1, 2018 were you homeless or were you self-supporting and at risk of being homeless?





 (
4
)
PROVIDING PROOF OF INCOME
This is absolutely the most important step in applying for financial aid. If this process is not carefully addressed you can find yourself owing tuition to your school of choice. Please pay attention to these important points:
· You are applying for financial aid that is need based (based on income). You will need to verify you and your parent/s income. The simplest way to do this is to use the DRT (Data Retrieval Tool) that is available to you while you are completing your FAFSA. It will link to the IRS and transfer the information directly into your FAFSA.
· Sometimes the DRT does not work. You cannot use it if you are married filing separately or filed an amended return. 
· It is important to remember that YOU MUST VERIFY YOUR INCOME. If you cannot use the DRT then you will need to obtain a tax transcript. You can request one online at https://www.irs.gov/individuals/get-transcript orcomplete the IRS form 4506-T and mail or fax to the IRS. The IRS will send you an official tax transcript that can be submitted to your school. 
· Some students and parents are also required to verify that they DID NOT file a tax return. Proof of this can also be obtained by using the 4506-T and asking for a verification of non-filing. This will result in a letter from the IRS that verifies you did not file a tax return. 
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	WHAT YOU WILL NEED TO COMPLETE YOUR FAFSA

	Who Do You Live With?

	Independent
Student
	Live with
Both Parents
	Live with
One parent
	Live with Parent and Step-Parent

	FSA ID for student
	FSA ID for student and one Parent
	FSA ID for student and parent you live with
	FSA ID for student and parent or step-parent

	Social Security #
	Social Security # for 
Both parents
	Social Security #
	Social Security #
(for parent and step-parent)

	Birthdate
	Birthdate for both parents
	Birthdate
	Birthdate
(for parent and step-parent)

	Email Address
(for student and parent)
	Email Address
(for student and one parent)
	Email Address
(for student and parent you live with)
	Email Address
(for student and parent)

	Student Driver’s License Number
	Student Driver’s License Number
	Student Driver’s License Number
	Student Driver’s 
License Number

	
	Date of marriage
	Date of divorce or separation
	Date of remarriage

	 2018 Tax return information for student
	 2018 Tax return information for student and parents (just info from the front page)
	 2018 Tax return information for student and parent you live with
	 2018 Tax return information for student, parent and step-parent

	Information regarding current cash/savings/checking
	Information regarding current cash/savings/checking
	Information regarding current cash/savings/checking
	Information 
regarding current cash/savings/checking

	Investment values
(Stocks, bonds, etc.)
	Investment values
(Stocks, bonds, etc.)
	Investment values
(Stocks, bonds, etc.)
	Investment values
(Stocks, bonds, etc.)

	Business value
	Business value
	Business value
	Business value

	Farm and rental property value
	Farm and rental property value
	Farm and rental property value
	Farm and rental 
property value

	Information regarding child support paid or received
	Information regarding child
 support paid or received
	Information regarding child support paid or received
	Information 
regarding child 
support paid or 
received

	Information regarding Workers’ compensation benefits
	Information regarding Workers’ compensation
 benefits
	Information regarding Workers’ compensation benefits
	Information 
regarding Workers’ compensation 
benefits
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After you submit your FAFSA:
· Immediately-
Your will have a confirmation page as soon as you submit your FAFSA.
 (
This section shows the schools that you have listed on your FAFSA. You can list up to 10 schools. 
 List the one you are most likely to attend first.
) (
$$$$
) (
This shows what you are eligible
for
 in student loans. These 
are not 
free. This money must be repaid.
) (
This is your PELL Grant award.
  This is 
FREE
 federal money. 
        
   This can range from $0 to $61
95
,
depending on your income.
) (
2020-2021
 Confirmation 
Page
)[image: Image result for fafsa confirmation page example]
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· 3-5 days after you complete your FAFSA, log into your account and print your 
(SAR) Student Aid Report.
Your report may include some of the following:

 (
2019-2020
) (
2019-2020
) (
If your EFC is blank
,
 there is an error in your FAFSA. The comments tell you what needs to be fixed. 
An * after your EFC means that you have been chosen for verification.
). [image: G:\GEARUP 18 19\FAFSA\SAR.png]
 (
This symbol on your SAR shows you where the problem spots are. 
)
 (
8
)




What does it mean if I am chosen for verification?
IT
MEANS
EVERYTHING!
Once you apply to your school of choice you must stay in contact with financial aid at that school to make sure you have submitted everything they need for verification. If you do not….. none of your financial aid will post to your account. 
We will have workshops this year that deal just with verification.
For Now-
Get your FAFSA completed!
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Class of 2020 Claiborne High School
FAFSA Frenzy 
Information

Appointment times will be provided to you at a later date.  Our FAFSA Frenzy at CHS will be October 23 and 24, 2019.  
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Federal Student Aid FAFSA.. .

2018-2019 Electronic Student Aid Report (SAR)

The SAR summarizes the information you submitted on your 2018-2019 Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA).

Application Receipt Date: 01102018 XXX-XX-3153 DA 01
Processed Date: 01/11/2018 EFC:
DRN: 7133

Comments About Your Information
Leam about federal tax benefits for education, including the American Opportunity Tex Credit (AOTC)

You did not report information about your parents on your FAFSA because you indicated you are only applying for an unsubsidized
student loan. You will see comments and highlighted fields on your SAR regarding the missing information and are required to
follow-up with your Financial Aid Administrator before your eligibilty for federal student aid can be determined.

There are issues with your FAFSA information that need to be resolved before your eligibility can be determined. Be sure to review
the items marked with a ® and make any corrections if necessary by clicking "Make FAFSA Corrections' on the 'My FAFSA' page

WHAT YOU MUST DO NOW (Use the checklist below to make sure that all of your issues are resolved.)
You must report a valid Social Security Number (SSN), name, and date of birth for your father or mother. If your parent does not have
an SSN, you must correct ltem 61 and/or ltem 65 to all zeroes. Click "Make FAFSA Corrections’ on the "My FAFSA' page to make the
correction online.

You must provide answers for your parents’ marital status and number of family members in ltems 59 and 73. Click ‘Make FAFSA
Corrections' on the My FAFSA' page to make the corrections.

You must provide your parent(s) income information in ltems 85 through 89 and 94a through 94i

You must provide asset information for you and your parent(s). Review ltems 41 through 43 and Items 90 through 92 and make the
necessary corrections by clicking ‘Make FAFSA Corrections' on the "My FAFSA' page.

Your parent did not sign your FAFSA or the SAR corrections you submitted. Your parent may be able to sign electronically. If your
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| FAFSA

Need money for college?

Complete the FAFSA® (Free Application for Federal Student Aid) form to
apply for financial aid for college, career school, or graduate school.

NEW TO FAFSA.GOV? RETURNING USER?
‘Submitting the FAFSA form is quick, and most ;. X‘::Zi;;’;:“‘"“
importantly, it's FREE. Get started today. « View your Student Aid Report (SAR)

START HERE > LOGIN >
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This is a U.S. Federal Government owned computer system, for the use by authorized users only. Unauthorized access includes, but is not limited to:
any access by an employee or agent of a commercial entity, or other third party, who is not the individual authorized user, for purposes of commercial
advantage or private financial gain (regardless of whether that commercial entity or third party is providing a service to an authorized user of the
system); and any access in furtherance of any criminal or tortious act in violation of the Constitution or laws of the United States or of any State.




